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employed 1200 frames !. Where the knitter worked on an
employer's material the industry was organized on a capital-
ist basis, although the work was done in the home of the
worker.
(v)
TEXTILES: LINEN
Linen was manufactured in mediaeval England. One Efforts to
centre of the industry was London where the linen weavers ^d^
were organized in a gild with their own officials and ordin- material
ances 2 : another was Aylsham in Norfolk 3. In order to
produce the raw material at home, the cultivation of hemp
and flax was persistently advocated in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. Henry VIII. (1533) and Elizabeth
(1563) required all owners of sixty acres or more to grow
hemp or flax4; the commission of trade set up in 1622 was
instructed by James I. to consider how the sowing of hemp
and flax might be encouraged5; and it continued to be the
favourite proposal in later years in the expectation that " in
a very short time we might all wear our own linen " 6. But
land in England was too dear to make hemp and flax profit-
able 7, and attempts were therefore made to raise supplies
in America by the grant of a bounty 8.
In the later seventeenth century the dependence of
England on other countries for linen 9 attracted attention
because it infringed the mercantilist principle of self-suffi-
ciency. One suggestion was to erect workhouses where the
1 Felkin, op. cit. 83 ; House of Commons Journals, xxvi. 781.
* Letter Book I. of the City of London (ed. Sharpe), 223, 271.
8 Rogers, A History of Agriculture and Prices, i. 574 ; iv. 556. Linen
warp was used at Norwich by the ' bedweavers': Norwich Records, ii. 99.
The Act of 1559 prohibited abuses in stretching linen cloth : Statutes, iv.
part i. 374.
4  Repealed in 1593;  Statutes, iii. 421 (1533);  iv. part i. 425 (1563);
iv. part ii. 855 (1593).    State Papers Domestic, 1547-1580, p. 517.
5  Rymer, Foedera, xvii. 415 ; Stowe MSS. 554, f. 45.
6  Considerations Touching Trade (1641), 15;  R. H., The Prevention of
Poverty (1674), 5 ;   J. B., An Account of the French Usurpation upon the
Trade of England (1679), 12.
7  Gee, The Trade and Navigation of Great Britain (ed. 1730), 84.
8  Infra, vol. iii. 186.   This policy was advocated by Gee, op. cit, 75-76,
84; and by Postlethwayt, Dictionary of Trade and Commerce, s.v. Linen.
9  Fine linen came from Holland and Flanders, coarse linen from France
and Germany :  Yarranton, England's Improvement (1677), 45, 144-145.